Public Transit Systems in Alaska provide 7 million rides per year. GOOd GOing AIﬂSka
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The Alaska Mobility Coalition is a private, non-profit membership organization that
represents public, private and community transit providers in Alaska and provides technical
assistance to new and emerging transit providers in the state.

For more information about AMC, contact alaskamc @ gmail.com
This project was funded in part from a grant from the Federal Transit Administration,
the Alaska Department of Transportation and the Alaska Mental Health Trust Authority.
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“It’s convenient; it’s easy;
it’s accessible; it’s a great
way to save the
environment and be
active; you cango to a
grocery store or a mall
downtown; and you don’t
have to pay for gas or car
maintenance. It’s great!

— Yuliya Redelina

UAA Student, Anchorage

“Without the van service
here in Ketchikan, | would
have no freedom.”

— Jessi Chapman
Ketchikan

Public transportation benefits
the people who ride ~
and everyone else, too.

94% of Alaskans statewide
say public transportation is
important to their community.

In 2008, public transportation providers in Alaska

' i ' VERY SOMEWHAT NOT invested more than $57 million to deliver
Saving fuel and encouraging energy independence, IMPORTANT IMPORTANT IMPORTANT : _ e
transportation services to Alaskans residing in

reducing highway congestion and increasing 76% 18% 6%

“If there wasn’t a senior van
in Barrow, how would the

elders get around? They
would be walkin’ when
it’s real cold — 40 below
or more.”
— Lucy Aiken

Bus Driver, Barrow

“Public transportation is
always reliable. 1t helps OUr :
veterans as they rebuild
their lives.””

— Dr. James Fitterling
Homeless Veterans Service

“Ride the bus! It’s relaxing.
The bus drivers are great.
The people are fun to be
around. It’s convenient.

It’s easy.”
— Cee Glasser
Borough Employee, Ketchikan

“It actually saves me time. |
don’t worry about scraping
snow off my car.”

— Sally Spieker
UAA Professor, Anchorage

personal mobility, providing access to employment
and social opportunities, helping communities to
flourish and individuals to save money, traveling
freely and protecting the environment: this is
public transportation.

Recent surveys show that public transportation is
important to Alaskans. In a survey conducted by
Dittman Research, 94% of residents statewide said
public transportation is important to their community.

Among communities that have public transit service,
12 public transportation systems provide about 7
million trips a year to riders of all ages. While most
trips are in urban areas, nearly two million are in rural
communities, from Ketchikan in the southeast to
Bethel in the west and Barrow in the north.

Where do Alaskans go
on public transit?
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WORK SHOPPING
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EDUCATION MEDICAL
10% 15%

Public transportation helps assure economic vitality for
communities throughout the state, bringing employees

to work and providing both a workforce and a means for

customers to visit businesses. In fact, studies have
shown that nearly $6 of economic benefits are returned
to a community for every dollar that is spent on

public transportation.

In 2008, the Central Area Rural Transit System, Inc. (CARTS),

on the Kenai Peninsula, provided more than 53,000 rides to
the general public. To meet the demand, CARTS contracted
local providers, paying nearly $2 million to cab companies
and nonprofit agencies that year.

Public transportation makes more money available
to support a higher standard of living. Commuters
can reduce their gasoline, parking and other
automobile-related expenses by parking the car and
using public transit.

Aha

“Riding the bus saves me a lot
of money. I estimate I save
85,000 a year.”

— Jeff Manfull
Commuter, Anchorage

Increased mobility and social benefits go hand-in-hand.
Riders without cars or other means of transportation
can remain independent, getting to work, shopping,
school and appointments without relying on family and
friends for rides.

Cost-effective transportation that serves the community
and reduces the number of cars on the road also has the
effect of reducing emissions, promoting clean air and
alleviating our dependence on foreign oil.

ALASKA PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION

Good for individuals, businesses and communities.

Good for Alaska.

communities large and small, over an area of more
than half a million square miles. This investment
assures independence for about 20,000 riders per

“| feel good about myself
taking one more car off
the road. I really don’t
need a car.”

— Tim Doebler
UAA Professor, Anchorage

day, allowing them to commute to and from work
affordably, take care of their medical needs, shop at
local businesses and remain active participants in
the life of Alaska’s communities. With public
transportation available, the going is good.

How is public transit funded
in Alaska?
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“It’s really
necessary for
the elders who
don’t have cars
and don’t want
to depend on
others for a
ride. The system really works.”

— Yvonne and Woodrow Watson
Teacher’s Aide and Vice Mayor, Saxman

“The bus system is
wonderful in Ketchikan.
It’s important for people
with disabilities and
seniors to get around
town, to live a full life.
It’s important to the life
of the community.”

— Kevin Gadsey
Commuter, Ketchikan

“My husband can't drive
when it gets dark.
I depend on the bus
for my independence.”
— Mary Casey
Kasilof/Kenai Peninsula




